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Native North American Art Activities Planned at Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art's celebration of native North American art continues on 
April 18 through 22 with activities centering on the traditional and contemporary artistry of 
native North American cultures. The events complement the exhibition Beadwork and 
Quillwork of the American Plains (through July 1). 

Maria Miller, an artist and educator who for 30 years has taught Tlingit arts and 
crafts (skin sewing and beadwork), is one of the few artists who weave traditional blankets. 
She will demonstrate weaving an Alaskan Chilkat dancing blanket, a robe worn by 
chieftains during ceremonial dances, at the entrance to the native North American galleries 
from 10 to 11:30 am and again from 1 to 3:30 pm on Wednesday, April 18, through 
Saturday, April 21. On Sunday, April 22, she will demonstrate from 1 to 4:30 pm, as part 
of Family Express, a program designed for families that runs from 3 to 4:30 pm. Miller 
will also tell stories of the Tlingit tribe and of the totem animals represented in their 
blanket designs. Family Express that day will also offer families the chance to design 
wearable art, an activity inspired by the Beadwork and Quillwork exhibition. 

On Wednesday, April 18, at 7:30 pm, two dancers will perform authentic dances of the 
Northern Plains Indians. Marty Goodbear, a Mandan/Hidatsa from the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation in North Dakota, and Adam Nordwall, a Shoshone/Chippewa from the 
Stillwater Indian Reservation in Nevada, will dance on stage in Gartner Auditorium. 
Goodbear, who dances with 32 hoops and was a hoop dancer for The American Indian 
Dance Theater in New York, is currently a demonstrator at the Smithsonian Institution. 
Nordwall is a champion fancy dancer, also formerly with The American Indian Dance 
Theater. When performing, both wear feathered and beaded costumes they made. 
Transportation for the dancers was provided by USAir. 



